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In Six Sentences 
A sustainability executive possessing a unique mix of environmental and social planning skills, I am 
globally recognized for developing transformational tools, frameworks and other resources for urban 
regeneration projects. 
 
An accomplished sustainability consultant with global firms for more than 15 years, including almost a 
decade with Arup, I add value to infrastructure and development projects by designing and implementing 
sustainability and stakeholder engagement tools and processes. 
 
I spent four years as a lecturer with the University of Queensland, teaching social impact assessment and 
community engagement, while simultaneously developing a community engagement consulting team at 
consulting firm GHD. 
 
As Executive Director with the Green Building Council of Australia for almost four years, I worked with 
government, industry and academia to develop one of the world’s most comprehensive rating systems for 
the planning, design and construction of sustainable precincts and communities. 
 
As Director of Innovation at Portland-based non-profit think tank EcoDistricts, responsible for developing 
and implementing a global standard for next generation urban redevelopment practices, while working with 
leadership cities across North America to revitalise neighbourhoods and districts using engagement, 
governance, assessment and project delivery best practices. 
 
To further advance best practice in sustainable urban regeneration, I consult through my own practice, 
Centre for Urban Innovation Pty Ltd. This consulting practice is focused on undertaking collaborative work 
with urban leaders seeking to redefine approaches and outcomes in precinct and community development, 
and key city-building projects. 
 
Current Research Interests 
I continue to spend time to understand and advance the following: 

• Deepening the engagement between government and communities through civic innovation. 
• Designing urban governance models that promote collective impact - by building trust, attracting 

finance and accelerating project implementation. 
• Piloting smart cities approaches and technologies at a precinct-scale, as a pathway to city 

transformation. 
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Industry Contribution 
The C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group: I supported the establishment of the Sustainable Urban 
Development Network in collaboration with the City of Melbourne, which brings together cities across the 
world to exchange information on next generation urban redevelopment practices. 
 
World Green Building Council: I assisted in the development and implementation of the World GBC 
Sustainable Cities Initiative, which brings together a global peer-learning group of green building councils 
to share knowledge on sustainable communities and cities efforts. 
 
Smart Cities Council: I am an advisory committee member and reviewer of the Smart Cities Readiness 
Guide for City Government, which seeks to provide a pathway for cities to benefit from smart cities 
principles and technologies. 
 
STAR Communities: I am currently an Advisory Committee member of STAR - the only city-wide 
sustainability rating system in the world - responsible for the overall governance and technical direction of 
the STAR Communities Rating Tool. I am the only international representative on this committee, which is 
based in Washington DC. 
 
Other organizations: I was co-founder of the Queensland Chapter of the International Association for Public 
Participation, and spent almost a decade as an executive member of the Environment Institute of Australia 
and New Zealand (Southeast Queensland Chapter). 
 
Project Highlights  
I have worked with amazing people on awesome projects for almost 20 years, accumulating many career 
highlights, including: 
 
Environmental and Sustainability Assessment 

• Co-Author of Australia’s first ever Airport Environment Strategy for Brisbane Airport 
• Lead consultant undertaking the sustainability appraisal of the 2008 Beijing Olympics Swimming 

Centre, the ‘Water Cube’ 
• Author of the sustainability appraisal for the Rocky Springs master planned community in Townville, 

Queensland 
 
Global Sustainability Standards 

• Chief architect of the Green Star – Communities rating system, now being used officially in Australia 
and South Africa, and referenced across North America and Europe 

• Global coordinator for Arup’s proprietary sustainability appraisal system, SPeAR® (Sustainable 
Project Appraisal Routine) 

• Lead designer and developer of the EcoDistricts Protocol, a global standard for urban regeneration 
leadership 

 
Engagement, Collaboration and Training 

• Project Manager for the multi-million-dollar community engagement program for the upgrading of a 
key section of Australia’s Pacific Highway in Northern New South Wales 

• Strategic Advisor and lead workshop facilitator to the California High Speed Rail Authority 
embedding collaborative governance throughout the station area planning process across the 
1,200km project 

• Lead trainer of the Green Star – Communities rating tool for the Green Building Council of Australia 
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Policy, Planning and Project Delivery 
• Program Director who designed and launched a Clinton Global Initiative commitment, Target Cities, 

which involved working with eleven urban redevelopment projects across nine cities in North 
America for two years 

• Sustainability Advisor to the City of Mountain View, California in planning for the sustainable growth 
of the North Bayshore District, one of the most active locations in Silicon Valley 

• Lead author of the District Scale Sustainable Policy Toolkit for urban regeneration in North America, 
developed on behalf of the Urban Sustainability Directors Network 

• Lead author of the California High Speed Rail District Sustainability Playbook, being used to guide 
collaborative governance and district-scale sustainability actions within 24 cities throughout 
California along the California High Speed Rail alignment 
 

Facilitation 
• Project Director responsible for establishing and managing a 65-person advisory committee from 

private and public sectors across Australia for four years during the development of the Green Star 
– Communities rating tool 

• Lead facilitator of the EcoDistricts Incubator, 2013-2016, an annual three-day intensive executive 
leadership training program for cities across North America 

• Lead facilitator of the EcoDistricts collaborative governance roundtable, bringing together leaders 
across the United States and Australia to develop a framework for applying collaborative 
governance to urban regeneration projects 

• Project Director responsible for the establishment and management of a 105-person advisory body 
from across the world for two years during the development of the EcoDistricts Protocol 

• Lead facilitator of the Living Cities Workshop, a one-day event with government leaders and 
industry representatives held in Canberra in February 2016, which led to the establishment of the 
Living Cities Alliance 

 
Where I Add Value 
My contribution to projects typically Includes: 

• Process Design – supporting the leadership team to identify the core principles and approach to 
technical assessment, stakeholder engagement and project delivery 

• Training – upskilling the project team on new models for delivery, typically including collaborative 
governance, integrated sustainability assessment and policy interface 

• Metrics – development of sustainability metrics for embedment into assessment and decision 
making processes 

• Peer Review – critical peer review of existing work completed, briefing/tender documents and draft 
reporting from consultants 

• Facilitation – independent facilitation of key cross-government stakeholder meetings and broader 
community workshops 

• Resource Development – development of case studies, toolkits and technical guidelines to 
support broader planning processes 
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Career Timeline 
• 2015-Current: Director & Chief Collaboration Officer / Centre for Urban Innovation Pty Ltd, 

Brisbane 
• 2016-Current: Policy Advisor – Cities, Infrastructure & Communities / Green Building Council of 

Australia, Sydney 
• 2013-2016: Director of Innovation / EcoDistricts, Portland OR, USA  
• 2011-2013: Executive Director Market Development and Sustainable Communities / Green Building 

Council of Australia, Sydney 
• 2009-2011: Manager Sustainable Communities / Green Building Council of Australia, Brisbane 
• 2001-2009: Associate, Project Sustainability Leader / Arup, Brisbane 
• 2001-2004: Lecturer, Social Impact Assessment / University of Queensland, Brisbane  
• 1995-2001: Senior Environmental Planner and Community Engagement Coordinator / GHD, Cairns 

and Brisbane  
• 1995: Contract Environmental Planner / Dames and Moore, Brisbane 

 
Recent Conference Presentations 

• 2016 – New Zealand Green Building Council Sustainable Housing Summit: “A New Code for 
Neighbourhood Governance”, Auckland and Christchurch 

• 2016 – Planning Institute of Australia National Congress: “Target Cities: North America’s 
Emerging Urban Regeneration Standard”, Brisbane QLD 

• 2015 – Planning Institute of Australia WA State Conference: “Two Words: Collaboration and 
Governance”, Perth WA 

• 2015 - Canada Green Building Council National Congress: “Urban Governance Models for 
District Sustainability”, Vancouver BC 

• 2015 - American Planning Association National Conference: “EcoDistricts and Performance 
Based Urban Design”, Seattle WA 

• 2014 - American Society of Landscape Architects National Conference: “Green Infrastructure 
in the Ecodistrict”, Denver CO 

• 2014 - VERGE: “Sustainable Cities from the Neighborhood Up”, San Francisco, CA 
• 2014 - Green Cities: “Precinct Scale Urban Regeneration Models”, Melbourne, VIC 
• 2013 - 2030 Districts Annual Conference: “District-Scale Sustainable Development: Models for 

Innovation”, Pittsburgh PA 
 
Other Stuff 
I am married with two teenage daughters, love photography, getting around on a skateboard and 
drinking good coffee. 


